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Above: A young Sentell can be found in this 1967-68 academic year picture of Georgia Law’s faculty and staff.
Right: In 2004, Sentell is pictured in his office with copies of the Georgia and Mercer law reviews. Earlier this
year, both of these journals certified that he is their most prolific author.

The wizard in the Wizard of Oz. The Godfather. Professor Kingsfield in the movie “The Paper
Chase.” U.S. Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. Lawrence Olivier. Rodney Dangerfield.
Mark Spitz. A Southern gentleman. What do all of these people have in common? They have all, in
one way or another, been used to describe one man … Georgia Law’s R. Perry Sentell Jr. (LL.B.’58).
nd, after 46 years of teaching and service to our
institution, this well-known professor led his last class
on April 22. Over the years, Sentell has taught Legal
Writing and State & Local Taxation in addition to his
modern trilogy of courses - Law of Legislative Government,
Municipal Corporations and Torts.
This Georgia-native grew up in the central part of the state in the
small town of Pinehurst. His parents, having survived the Great
Depression, were determined that their only child would leave the
land and become a “professional.” Sentell said that while he was
growing up he only knew of two kinds of professional people: doctors and lawyers. “By the time I completed general biology, I knew
it was not going to be medicine. Hence, [I chose] the law.”
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In 1953, Sentell arrived in Athens, a locale that would become his
primary residence for the remainder of his life. He attended the
University of Georgia and earned his A.B. degree in 1956 and his
law degree in 1958. While in law school, Sentell’s favorite subject
was constitutional law and his preferred study space was in the
stacks of the Alexander Campbell King Law Library, when it was
located on the third floor of Hirsch Hall (presently the Hatton
Lovejoy Courtroom). All of his studying paid off as Sentell was recognized as having the highest academic average during his final
year of law school and graduated magna cum laude.
His initial job out of law school was with Georgia Law’s Institute
of Law and Government, one of the forerunners of the modern day
Institute of Continuing Legal Education. He conducted educaSummer 2004
Spring/Summer
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tional programs and wrote manuals for groups of lawyers and officials. It was during this period that his interest in “first level-local
government” blossomed.
His mastery of torts began when he officially became a full-time
teaching faculty member of Georgia Law in 1964. Incoming Dean
M. Lindsey Cowen told Sentell he would be teaching the subject.
Thus, instead of becoming a leading scholar and professor in constitutional law - the subject of his Master of Laws work at Harvard
Law School - he was “relegated to the mundane field of torts.” His
passion for torts quickly grew, and when he was eventually given
the opportunity to instruct in the area of constitutional law several years later, Sentell passed up the offer.
The scholarship of this respected member
of the legal world is well known. He has
published nearly 30 books, 127 law review
articles and almost 50 other articles in various publications including the Georgia Bar
Journal, Encyclopedia of Georgia Law,
Georgia County Government Magazine and
Urban Georgia, the official publication of
the Georgia Municipal Association. In late
2002, the Mercer Law Review dedicated its
fall issue to Sentell, noting that every issue
of the journal since 1963 has featured a
contribution from this prolific author. In
addition, in January of this year, Sentell
received official certification from both the
Mercer Law Review and the Georgia Law
Review that he was the most published contributor in each publication’s distinguished
history, having 64 and 38 articles, respectively, printed in each.

Many students enrolling in Georgia Law eagerly anticipate finding
out their section placement and many rejoice in getting the famed
professor. Alumna Virginia M. McGuffey (J.D.’77) said she had
hoped to be placed in Sentell’s section after hearing about him
from her husband C. Wade McGuffey Jr. (J.D.’76), who preceded
her by one year at the school. Moreover, she was happy to learn
that her son, C. Wade (Mack) McGuffey III (J.D.’03), was placed
in his section 26 years later. When hearing of his retirement,
Virginia said she called her former professor to persuade him to
continue to teach at least until her daughter Jennifer entered law
school so that she could potentially have him for Torts. However,
Sentell respectfully declined.

“... [Sentell’s] biggest contribution to
the law school has been his
unfailing dedication to the highest
ideals of teaching and scholarship.
For nearly half a century, Professor
Sentell has always given his best
to his students, to his colleagues and
to his readers. [He] is highly
respected because people recognize

Sentell is best known for his “tricks” to
help students learn and remember important people or cases. Two of his renowned
torts tactics are the naming of the Oliver
Wendell Holmes Scholar and the Palsgraf
Person (also known as the P.P.). Virginia
said Sentell would identify two people in
his class to become the experts in their
respective areas (Holmes or Palsgraf) and,
when issues relating to one of these topics
arose, the chosen individual for that academic year would then be required to aid
the class in understanding the significance.
Surviving Sentell’s use of the Socratic
teaching method can be a challenge.
However, Mack and his classmates often
found comfort in hearing stories from the
older McGuffeys. “At points, I was discouraged,” he said. “But my parents said to
stick with it, do my best, and it would
come around, and it did.”

He is the recipient of dozens of accolades
that he focuses his attention on
and honors. Among them are two distinMack added that Sentell has the ability to
guished service awards – one from the
paint an unforgettable picture. “He went
meeting the high standards he sets
Georgia Municipal Association and the
beyond the dry analytical reasoning,
other from Georgia Law’s law school alumresearching other aspects, to bring the cases
for himself … and at the same time to life and make you passionate about
ni association (LSA), a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Georgia Trial
what you were learning,” he said.
remains modest about his
Lawyers Association (see article on page 5),
A 2000 graduate of Georgia Law, Michael
11 selections as the graduating class’ class
L. Sullivan added that the professor was
marshal, and three commendations from
considerable accomplishments.”
“always riveting. There was never a class
the Georgia House of Representatives relatwhen you weren’t hanging on every word.
~Hosch Professor Michael L. Wells
ing to his numerous years of service and
Former students, even partners in my firm
dedication to the state, the State Bar of
who have been out of law school for a decade, often find themselves
Georgia, the courts, the government and the university. In the
quoting a favorite Sentell line. I mean, who hasn’t done that? ‘Hands?
commendation passed on his silver anniversary of teaching at
Hands?’”
Georgia Law, he was recognized for his “two and one-half decades
of unparalleled and unexcelled commitment and singular contriFor several decades, Sentell’s classroom instruction has not been limbutions to the advancement of legal education” in the state of
ited to just those enrolled at Georgia Law. For years, he has served
Georgia.
as a teacher with the Institute of Continuing Legal Education. A
regular speaking engagement for him is at the City and County
Sentell’s contributions to Georgia Law and the legal community go
Attorney’s Institute each September. ICLE Director Lawrence F.
beyond his exemplary record of written scholarship and numerous
Jones (J.D.’71) said he hopes Sentell will keep this instructional
honors. As a person, he has had an enormous impact on the law
assignment in the future. “He has stayed on top of changes in
school and its faculty, alumni and students.
municipal government law over the years and has been a source for
Spring/Summer 2004
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cases and statutes affecting Georgia’s cities and counties dating back to his days at
the Institute of Law and Government.”
Outside of the classroom, Sentell remains in close contact with the majority of
his students. He is renowned for answering questions brought to him relating to
projects or cases. He has even assisted several Law Dawgs in getting a job and
has negotiated a few unique working experiences for students with the Georgia
Municipal Association and the Atlanta law firm Carter & Ansley, the practice
founded by one of the namesakes of the last endowed position he held at the law
school. These arrangements provide for summer associate positions and fall
externship opportunities for those excelling in his classes.

Soon after being named to the Carter chair in tort and
insurance law, a celebratory dinner was held to honor
Sentell and members of the Carter family. At the Atlanta
dinner were (back row, l. to r.) Jake Hanes, Jeanette
Sentell (Sentell’s wife), Perry Sentell, Jim Bland (front row,
l. to r.) Bonneau Ansley (Mrs. Carter’s sister), Florence
Carter Hanes and Nancy Carter Bland.

As a member of the Georgia Law faculty, Hosch Professor Michael L. Wells said
the professor’s biggest contribution to the law school has been his unfailing dedication to the highest ideals of teaching and scholarship. “For nearly half a century,
Professor Sentell has always given his best to his students, to his colleagues and to
his readers. [He] is highly respected because people recognize that he focuses his
attention on meeting the high standards he sets for himself … and at the same
time remains modest about his considerable accomplishments.” Associate Dean
Paul M. Kurtz added that Sentell is an “outstanding role model for his colleagues
in all three parts of the mission - teaching, research and service.”
The greatest changes Sentell has witnessed at Georgia Law over the years are primarily the size and growth of the institution. When he began working at the law
school, there were only five faculty members. Today, there are approximately 35.
In addition, there are many more women and minorities present at the law school
today. In his graduating law school class, only one of his classmates was a female.
When he first started teaching in 1958, there were “at most” two or three females
in his classroom. Presently, women comprise nearly half of the student body.

In 1995, Sentell (second from left) was presented with the Law
School Association’s Distinguished Service Scroll Award by classmate Avant Edenfield (J.D.’58) (l.). Classmate Norman Fletcher
(J.D.’58) (second from right) also received a service scroll award
the same year. His honor was presented by Oscar Smith (J.D.’48)
(r.). Sentell credits his wife Jeanette for much of his success. “She is
the most unselfish person I have ever known, and, through her
support, she is almost single-handedly responsible for whatever
career success I may have had,” Sentell said. Together, they have
two children and six grandchildren.

With respect to racial diversity, it has steadily increased over the years. In the fall
of 1963, the institution enrolled its first African-American student, Chester C.
Davenport (LL.B.’66) (for more information, please see page 6 in this issue of
the Advocate). For the last five years, the institution’s African-American enrollment has averaged around 11 percent, and total minority enrollment has averaged approximately 17 percent.
Looking back over his numerous years of teaching, Sentell said the hardest
aspect of his job was attracting a student’s interest in the subject matter and
holding that interest day after day for 14 weeks per semester. After retirement,
he plans to maintain an office at the law school, continue his “reading and writing,” and “discover what others have been doing” during the past 46 years while
he has been preparing for class.
When asked why he will not remain a full-time faculty member and teach until
he reaches the half-century mark, Sentell replied, “ If you stay on simply for the
sake of putting in time, it becomes an endurance contest, not a matter of free
choice. I don’t think anyone should teach young people when he is not there
because he wants to be there. Too, I had a professor or two, and over time I have
seen a professor or two, who stayed in the teaching ranks a little too long. To
me, that was extremely sad. … I decided that I had rather leave perhaps a little
early than a little late. Of course, there are those who would contend it is already
too late in my case.”
Needless to say, Sentell’s classroom presence will be sorely missed. But, however
you choose to remember this man - as the Mark Spitz of torts law, the law
school’s Godfather or as a Southern gentleman - he will always be known as a
legendary professor at Georgia Law. As so aptly stated by Kurtz, “Legends like
Perry are not replaced. They are honored, remembered and valued.”

In early February, first-year law student Cody Goff (standing)
became the last P.P. to be named by Sentell. A recent alumna
Michelle Homier (J.D.’03) said, “It is sad to think that there will
be a new generation of [law] students that will not know what the
railroad
1 tracks that appear each February mean.”
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Sentell Receives Lifetime
Achievement Award from GTLA
R. Perry Sentell Jr. (LL.B.’58), the holder of the
Carter chair in tort and insurance law, received the
first-ever Georgia Trial Lawyers Association
Lifetime Achievement Award on April 23. The
GTLA executive committee unanimously selected
Sentell for this honor based upon his decades of
scholarship in the area of torts law.
“We chose to present Professor Sentell with this
honor because of his hard work and lifetime dedication to teaching students in the area of torts
law,” GTLA President and Georgia Law alumnus
David B. Bell (J.D.’77) said. “He has done more
for preparing students for the actual practice of
law than any other professor I know.”
Text on the award read, “He taught us of a living
law forged by the forces of life and enunciated by
legends of the common law: Holmes, Cardozo,
Lumpkin, Bleckley, Traynor, Prosser, Harper and
James, in lectures that painted verbal pictures that

cannot be forgotten. He demanded more of us
than we knew that we could give. We whom he
taught and inspired are forever in his debt.”
Award presenters included: former Gov. Roy E.
Barnes (J.D.’72) as lead presenter and John C.
Bell Jr. (J.D.’72), James E. Carter (J.D.’69) and
Joel O. Wooten Jr. (J.D.’75). All of whom were
former students of Sentell and Georgia Law
graduates.

Show Your Appreciation …
Support the Sentell Scholarship Drive
Efforts are continuing for the establishment of a
scholarship fund in honor of Georgia Law teaching
legend R. Perry Sentell Jr. (LL.B.’58). If you would
like to contribute to this lasting legacy, please visit the
law school’s Web site at www.law.uga.edu and click on
Alumni & Giving or send your gift to the UGA
School of Law, Attn: Dean Rebecca White, Athens,
GA 30602, clearly identified for the Sentell
Scholarship Fund. ■

In 2004, for the last time, Sentell relates the facts of the Palsgraf case to his first-year class.

Alumnus Otis Brumby to Provide Gift to Create First Amendment Law Professorship
eteran Georgia journalist Otis A. Brumby Jr.
V
(LL.B.’65) is making a major gift to the University
of Georgia to establish a professorship in First
Amendment law.
Brumby, publisher of the Marietta Daily Journal and
Neighbor newspapers, will donate $500,000 to create the
position, which will be shared by Georgia Law and
UGA’s Grady College of Journalism and Mass
Communication.
It will be the first faculty position at the university devoted specifically to teaching and research about the First Amendment, the constitutional guarantee of freedom of the press in America.
Brumby said he is creating the professorship to help law and journalism students better understand the importance of First Amendment
guarantees and convey that understanding to the public.
“After a 40-year newspaper career, I am constantly reminded how
many of our citizens regard freedom of information laws as special
interest legislation for the media and not derived from our First
Amendment guarantees,” Brumby said. “I hope this professorship
will help future law students and journalists and those they influence
to better understand why we should always be a grateful and vigilant
nation on First Amendment issues.”
UGA President Michael F. Adams said the gift would enable the university to focus expertise on a complex but critical issue in America.
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“The principles embodied in the First Amendment are
fundamental to democracy, and it’s essential that citizens appreciate both the legal basis of these freedoms
and how they impact our lives every day,” Adams said.
“Otis Brumby is a valued friend and alumnus of this
university, and we’re grateful he is helping to bolster
our leadership in explaining, protecting and strengthening First Amendment rights.”
Brumby heads a company that publishes two daily
Georgian newspapers and 28 community newspapers
in 11 metropolitan counties. A member of the Cobb and Georgia bar
associations, he is a past president of the Georgia Press Association,
past chair of the National Newspaper Association and was a director
of the Southern Newspaper Publishers Association. He has been on
the journalism college’s Board of Advisors and is a trustee of the
University of Georgia Foundation.
Both the law and journalism schools at UGA teach First Amendment
law as part of other courses, but the professorship will allow a more
focused emphasis on the topic, Interim Dean Rebecca H. White and
Grady College Dean John Soloski said. The pair will seek a nationally known scholar whose teaching and research will enhance the curricula in both schools to hold the professorship.
“This professorship will foster collaborative work between these two
outstanding units and allow us to provide a richer curriculum in this
critically important area of constitutional law,” White said. ■
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